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Ich Bin Ein Golfer
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Born and raised in Gladbeck, Germany, Caroline Masson is a current Ladies European Tour (LET) and US
LPGA Tour member. Caroline was first introduced to golf by her grandfather who took her to the golf course as
a child where she soon fell in love with the game. Coming from a sporting family where her father was a tennis
coach, Caroline did play tennis for a while but realised that tennis was not the sport for her long term. She much
preferred testing herself mentally and physically against the elements and landscape of a golf course.
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Europe's Two Caroline's at the Solheim Cup 2013

s an amateur, Caroline had a

decorated career representing

her country at the age of 15
in the German National Team. In 2006,
Caroline competed in the Espirito Santo
Trophy and won the German Stroke Play
Championship. She also had the honour
of representing Europe in the 2005
and 2007 Junior Solheim Cup. A year
later, Caroline won the German Match
Play Championship and German Ladies
International and represented Germany
again at the Espirito Santo Trophy. Her
exploits opened the door to a golf
scholarship at Oklahoma State University
after graduating from secondary school
in 2008 and then in the following year
she turned pro. Caroline now resides in
Florida where she continues to make her
mark in the professional game.

My First Win

Joining LET in 2010, Caroline made
14 of 16 cuts and at the 2011 Women's
British Open on the famous Carnoustie
golf course, she was leading after
the second and third rounds but
unfortunately could not take the title on

that occasion. Her first win came in 2012
at the South African Women’'s Open
where she won by one stroke over Lee-
Anne Pace and Danielle Montgomery.

The Love of the Game

Asked why golf was such a great
game, Caroline cited the diversity of
golf as the overall appeal. The game
provides flexibility and challenges to test
oneself and is great for a perfectionist
like herself. For Caroline, her advice to
'would be golfers' is to practise routines
and be well prepared for tournaments.
She made the point that often golfers
will constantly make changes to their
game but it was important to remember
that what might not work now may work
in the future, so it was not about making
changes as such but practising things
that work for the individual and soon
things will fall into place naturally.

Adaption

Caroline like many of her peers has
had to deal with injury and the key
is to persevere with recovery and be
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confident throughout the process and
even if you suffer a slump in form, not
to give up. Whether it is injury or a
slump in form, you must have belief in
oneself, keep practising on what you
are doing and be patient. “You cannot
force it, patience is key.” In terms of
tournaments, Caroline indicated course
conditions as being the main challenge,
having to adapt to changes in weather
as also being a major factor. Having
played in Europe and Asia, the major
differences between the two boil down
to the language and culture of different
countries. Hence, there is the need to be
open minded at all times and to adapt
to the differences as best as possible.

Step by Step

Caroline is taking a step by step
approach and continuing to improve
with each game. Patience is what
Caroline is keen to convey, so for now
she is aiming to break into the top ten
in the next three years, prepare for the
Solheim Cup where she hopes to keep
the title in Europe once again and claim
her first LPGA win. Naturally, like all
golfers on the tours, she would like to
win a major and has her eyes set on the
Kraft Nabisco Championship (now known
as ANA Inspiration) as Caroline feels she
has the best chance of winning there
playing a good tournament and would
love to jump into the pond at the 18"
hole like so many winners before her.

Away from golf, Caroline still likes to
play tennis socially but is always mindful
of injuries and relaxing with family and
friends. As a child, she always wanted a
dog and now finally has a four legged
companion of her own. In the meantime,
Caroline will continue to play as best she
can for the 2015 season and take her
next steps towards greater things.
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